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FERGUS BOGGS’ IMBALANCED SYSTEM OF PERSONALITY AND HIS 
DEFENSE MECHANISMS AS SEEN IN THE MARBLE COLLECTOR BY 
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Nurma Arumndari 
13211141052 
ABSTRACT 
 
 This research has goals to reveal Fergus Boggs’ imbalanced system of 
personality and the causes of it, and the types of defense mechanism he shows in this 
novel. This is a qualitative research which the source of the data is a novel from 
Cecelia Ahern, The Marble Collector. The data used in this research is the 
expressions related to the imbalanced system of personality and defense mechanism 
used by the character and the narrative texts. The researcher read and re-read the text, 
collected the data, categorized and analyzed them. The data was analyzed using 
Freud’s psychoanalysis theory especially in ego defense mechanism. To maintain the 
trustworthiness of the data, the researcher used proof-reading methods. 
 The finding of the study finds that Fergus Bogg’s imbalanced system of 
personality is caused by the domination of the id. The domination can be seen when 
Fergus does everything when it is related to marbles, he often lies, and does 
something impulsively. His id domination can also be seen when he has affairs with 
several women. The id domination is caused by two reasons, they are the family and 
the priest that lead him in having traumatic experience. The second finding is Fergus 
Bogg’s types of defense mechanism. The types of defense mechanism portrayed by 
Fergus are repression, rationalization, projection, reaction formation, sublimation, and 
displacement. 
 
Keywords: The Marble Collector, Cecelia Ahern, psychoanalysis, imbalanced system 
of personality, domination of id, ego defense mechanism 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Research Background 
Most of all people will judge someone’s personality from what they 
see. It can be good, like when someone keeps helping other people, being 
friendly, and being generous, but it can also be bad like when someone keeps 
cheating, being cruel, and being rude, even people will say that someone is 
depressed when she or he is hardly smile. In fact, to know someone’s 
personality is not that easy. According to Freud (1997), who is a famous 
psychologist, there are three parts that build someone’s personality. Those 
parts are id which seeks for the needs and the wants; ego, which based on the 
reality and the reason why someone has to do something; and the last is 
superego, which keeps the person acting based on reality and idealistic moral 
manner. Freud (in Barbara, 1985: 285) also says that “healthy personality 
development requires a balance between the id and the superego.” Those parts 
have to be harmonious. If they are not balanced, there will be a bad thing 
happening to the person like having mental illness. When there is one 
becoming the strongest among the others, the ego has to control the id and the 
superego. When the id is too strong, someone will do something impulsively. 
Freud (in Hall, 1954: 27) says that id is “a spoiled child of the personality.” It 
is demanding, impulsive, irrational, selfish, and pleasure loving. The example 
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given by Freud (in Hall, 1954: 23) is a baby who cries when she or he cannot 
get food. The only thing she or he can do is crying. Unless she or he is fed, the 
baby will keep crying because she or he cannot fulfill her or his own food. 
When the baby grows up, the parents should make a schedule and training to 
develop the baby’s superego. They cannot feed the baby immediately if they 
want the baby to be disciplined. Meanwhile, when the super-ego is the one 
which is the strongest, the person will be burdened by guilt. She or he will 
ignore any other things besides the moral value without seeing if it fits the 
reality or not. When a person is dominated by one of them, it means that the 
person has an imbalanced system of personality. 
Having an imbalanced system of personality can lead someone to a 
mental illness. The person will suffer from an anxiety, which according to Buss 
and Larsen (2002: 177) it is “an unpleasant state, which acts as a signal that 
things are not right and something must be done. Here, it is the ego role as a 
mediator. The id needs and the superego moralistic idea have to adjust with the 
reality. To reduce the tension, a person’s mind will control them and do several 
things as a form of a defense. It is called defense mechanism. There are several 
types of it, they are repression, rationalization, projection, sublimation, reaction 
formation, displacement, denial. However, Hall (1954: 96) states “When a 
defense becomes a very influential it dominates the ego, curtails its flexibility, 
and adaptability,” but it is needed so the ego will develop.  
Psychological issue such as mental illness is considered as something 
bad in society. However, the evidence shows that it really exists. According to 
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World Health Organization report through its official website (2017), there is 
one in every four people in the world who suffers from mental illness. By the 
2020, it is predicted that mental illness will be the second disease which cause 
the global disease burden. The lack of information and urgency makes this 
disease getting worse. That is why the researcher thinks that a research related 
to the mental illness is needed to improve the awareness of it. 
One of the ways to raise the awareness about mental illness is through 
literature. It is fictional and different from other real life science. It is also 
usually considered as something that does not give a real impact. However, a 
literary work always has a reference from the reality. Lukens (1999: 7) says 
that “literature provides a sense of life and unity.” He also says that life is 
fragmented. Hence, literature provides many aspects in life that is united in a 
form of a story. 
Some novels have discussed various issues related to psychology, like 
someone who suffers from depression and loneliness. For the issue of 
personality, there are several literary works like Sidney Sheldon’s Tell Me 
Your Dreams in which the character, Ashley Patterson, committed homicide 
to five men. He does it because of his traumatic experience during his 
childhood. Another literary work with the same issue is entitled Sybil by Flora 
Rheta Schreiber. In Sybil, the main character portrays some types of defense 
mechanism to deal with her very traumatic childhood. 
In this research, the novel which is going to be analyzed by the 
researcher is one of those literary works that has a psychological issue. The 
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main character of The Marble Collector by Cecelia Ahern unconsciously uses 
defense mechanisms to deal with his situation. The Marble Collector by 
Cecelia is published in 2015. This novel has a very unique yet simple premise 
where a marble, which is usually considered as kids toy, can lead into a 
serious problem for the main character and also other characters. This is also 
the thing which leads the main character to lie and his ego employs several 
types of defense mechanism. Having two points of view makes this novel 
more unique. The first point of view is from the father, Fergus Boggs and the 
second is from the daughter, Sabrina who tries to reveal his father real 
personality. Fergus’ forgetfulness makes the researcher interested to find the 
answer from other characters and the story lines. This research will be 
conducted using Freud’s psychoanalysis theory on defense mechanism. 
B. Research Focus 
This novel has several issues which can be analyzed. Since it uses two 
points of view to explain the plot, it will be suitable to analyze this novel 
using new criticism theory to know the significance of the usage of the points 
of view. Fergus has lost several of his memories. However, this novel uses 
Fergus and his daughter’s, Sabrina, perspective. Thus, this is interesting to 
know deeper the reason why this novel uses their point of views instead of 
Cat’s, Fergus’ mistress nor Fergus’ brothers who also have a close 
relationship to Fergus and also a part of something which causes the problems 
and aroused enough curiosity to be analyzed.  
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By reading Sabrina’s point of view, the readers are told that she 
suffers from mental illness because of her lack of information about her 
father. She does not know about Cat, someone whom her father has an affair 
with.  Moreover, Sabrina also has to face her own problem related to her 
marriage. To make her life even more complicated, she has a peculiar habit, 
that is the sleep difficulty during the full moon. Those depressions come after 
she finds out some secrets about his father. Thus, Sabrina’s depression can be 
analyzed as one of the issues in the novel. 
Beside those two issues, this novel has many symbols in it. For 
example, the marble itself. The marble has many different kinds of shape, like 
a heart, Cat’s Eyes, et cetera, each of which has its own representation. The 
heart represents human heart. That is why when it is given, Fergus says he 
gives his heart to someone. The Cat’s Eye also represents the eyes of Cat, 
someone whom Fergus has an affair with. In the story it is told vividly that 
Cat knows Fergus more than his own wife and his daughter. Thus, the marble 
can also become one of the issues analyzed by a researcher.   
From those possibilities above in conducting a research, the researcher 
chooses to focus on the psychoanalysis. The researcher thinks that the main 
issue is actually the main character, Fergus’ imbalance personality which 
leads him into his forgetfulness and memory lost. It is not only that, but 
Fergus also portrays several behaviors as defense mechanisms. However, the 
mental illness which is suffered by Fergus must be caused of something like 
the imbalance of using id, ego, and superego which leads his ego to do several 
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types of defense mechanism. The imbalance of personality also leads to other 
problems in this novel. 
In analyzing the problems, the researcher uses Freud’s theory focusing 
on defense mechanism which is has several forms. The theory would help to 
show how someone can have a certain personality and what the causes are.  
C. Research Objectives 
From the research focus, the researcher will arrange the objectives of 
conducting this research below: 
1. to reveal Fergus Boggs’ imbalanced system of personality, 
2. to depict the defense mechanisms of Fergus Boggs 
D. Research Significance 
The study about psychoanalysis like this research gives several 
benefits.  
1. The first is academically. By providing the case in the literary 
work, it could help develop the knowledge about psychoanalysis 
and something related to it for academic people. Students and 
researchers also could use it as a reference in doing similar 
research in the future. 
2. Another benefit is for practical things. People could use this 
research to analyze the condition of someone’s personality 
especially about defense mechanism which is caused by the 
imbalanced system of personality. If there is something similar to 
the case, the theory and its application, hopefully this research 
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would help. It may also give the alternative way in facing this kind 
of problem which is faced by people.  
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
A. Psychoanalysis and Literature  
Sigmund Freud is one of the theorists who has the most used theory in 
analyzing a psychological problem. According to Freud (1952: 3) 
psychoanalysis is a way to cure mental disorder by analyzing conscious and 
unconscious part of the mind. He (in Barbara 1985: 279) says that 
psychoanalytic theory is a picture of what is inside someone’s unconscious 
part of the mind. Introducing this theory to cure mental illness, it is considered 
as something dangerous and ineffective at the time it first appears.  
Taking medical course and having productive days in the library 
makes Freud stays longer in his college. He does not really want to work in 
medical field actually, but his need of money makes him do the work in a 
hospital. He suffers from a depression and tastes cocaine in a small dose to 
make him feel better. However, then he says “I might forget about medicine 
and more particularly the neuroses.” Freud (in Margaret, 1895: 93). Anna 
(1952: 74) explains: 
Since the theory of psychoanalysis is based on the investigation of the 
neuroses, it is natural that analytic observation should, throughout, 
have been primarily focused on the inner struggle between the 
instincts and the ego, of which neurotic symptoms are the sequel. 
 
The explanation is proven by the fact that Freud could be cured and forget the 
neuroses because of his own struggle to forget them. 
  
Psychoanalysis is done to analyze something related to unconscious 
psychic life like the repression and phantasies. Hall (1954:54) says that “while 
nineteenth-century psychology was busy at its work of analyzing the 
conscious mind, psychoanalysis was engaged in exploration of the 
unconscious mind.” Freud believes that unconscious mind is a natural 
operation in the part of a person’s biological nature. He also believes that 
particular ideas are repressed, and they are pushed into unconscious. That is 
why in his analysis and researches, Freud analyzes unconscious mind of his 
patient to cure the illness. Moreover, it is said that psychoanalytic theory 
proposes that personality characteristics are mostly a reflection of the contents 
of the unconscious part of the mind. Thus, if there is something wrong with 
the personality, it happens in unconsciousness. It is not only Freud, but also 
Breuer, who works with him as a partner at that time, supports Freud’s 
statement. 
All things related to personality and what happens to unconsciousness 
can be seen in a person. It also can be seen through literature. Lukens (1999: 
5) says that “literature shows human motives for what they are, inviting the 
reader to identify with or react to a fictional character.” Through literature, a 
person can identify the nature of a man and how their personality develops. 
Hence, psychoanalysis and literature have the similarity in its object, that is 
understanding human nature. Thus, psychoanalysis can be used to analyze a 
literary work with the term psychoanalysis criticism. According to Barry 
(2002: 96), “psychoanalysis criticism is a form of literary criticism which uses 
  
some of the techniques of psychoanalysis in the interpretation of literature.” 
Literary criticism focuses on the author, the text itself, the formal 
construction, and the reader. Back to the psychoanalysis first aim, to cure 
mental illness, in this literary analysis the criticism used to analyze mental 
illness in the story. It could be either the author or the character in the story. 
B. Personality and Its Structures 
According to G.W. Alport (in Dianne, 2005: 294) personality is a 
psychophysical system in a person which builds his or her behavioral 
characteristic and shapes the way she or he thinks and feels.  Based on 
psychoanalytic theory, something that has a control in the thoughts, behavior 
and feeling is the unconscious part of the mind. Freud and Breuer (in Barbara, 
1985: 280) believe that this part provokes anxiety which is hidden. Thus, 
someone’s personality is influenced by what surrounds her or him. The result 
will differentiate someone from other people. Someone may be more 
introvert, another may be more extrovert.  
Freud (in Barbara, 1985:284) divides the mind into three parts. They 
are id, ego, and super-ego. Those three parts of the mind will be explained 
further in the section below. 
1. Id  
It is taken from a Latin word “it”, id consists of “human’s basic instinct, 
inborn disposition, and animalistic urges” (Freud in Barbara, 1985:284). It 
belongs to the part of unconscious mind, so no one can feel how it works. It 
  
forces a person to get what she or he wants without being rational. Freud (in 
Hall, 1954: 22) says that “the sole function of the id is to provide the 
immediate discharge of quantities of excitation (energy or tension that are 
released in the organism by internal or external stimulation)”. A person will 
do something to reduce the tension impulsively. It is imaginative and dreamy. 
It is also primitive, illogical, and unorganized. It uses the pleasure principle 
which seeks for something that produces pleasure and avoids pain. It attempts 
to accomplish human biological need such as hunger, thirst, sex, and things 
that produce pleasure. The example of the id domination is when someone 
impulsively throws a rock to a window or commits a rape. 
2. Ego 
Ego is taken from a Greek and Latin word for “I”. It starts from childhood, 
and it is usually interpreted as the “self”. It belongs to both conscious and 
unconscious part of the mind. It uses the reality principle which helps the id to 
get what someone’s wants by differentiating reality and imagination. While 
the id is unchangeable, the ego continues to look for strategies to handle the 
unrealistic demands from the id. According to Freud (in Hall, 1954: 28) “In 
the well-adjusted person the ego is the executive of the personality, 
controlling and governing the id and the superego and maintaining commerce 
with the external world in the interest of the total personality and its far-flung 
needs.” Hence, besides fulfilling what the id’s wants, it is also controlling the 
superego in order to make someone does not feel guilty all the time, so both of 
them will be harmonic. For example when someone wants to eat, she or he 
  
will immediately think about food. The task of Ego here is to look for the way 
how she or he gets the food in reality. 
3. Super-ego 
Having the meaning of “above the ego”, super-ego includes the moral idea. 
Someone gets it from learning through the environment or society around her 
or him. Just like the ego, it belongs to both conscious and unconscious part of 
the mind.  It uses the principle of ego-ideal. Freud (in Hall, 1954: 31) says that 
“It represents the ideal rather than the real, and it strives for perfection rather 
than for reality or pleasure”  It is more than reality because it is not only about 
how a person can fulfill what she or he needs, but also whether it is suitable to 
the society or not. Someone will be proud of herself/himself when she or he 
does something which is society-accepted and feel guilty when she or he does 
something wrong. 
C. Imbalanced System of Personality 
Those three structures of personality have to be balanced in order to 
avoid someone from having any type of mental illness. Freud (in Barbara, 
1985: 285) says that, 
An overly strong id makes one a psychopath, lacking a conscience, or 
an ogre, selfishly meeting one’s needs without concern for others. An 
overly strong superego, on the other hand, makes one a worrier, a 
neurotic, so overwhelmed by guilt that it is difficult to get satisfaction. 
Sometimes it is said that the ego is the mediator between the id and the 
superego. 
Freud (in Barbara, 1985: 285) also says that “healthy personality 
development requires a balance between the id and the superego.” Those two 
  
parts of personality usually conflict one and another. The id tries to satisfy the 
biological urges while the superego tends to be patients and also restrains. 
Freud also says that the healthy personality is when the id could fulfill the 
demand while making the superego feel proud without making it feels guilty. 
The guilty feeling is one of the anxieties that appears because of the 
imbalanced personality. It requires a reaction to fight the feeling. According to 
psychoanalytic theory, the automatic (unconscious) reactions to the fear that 
the id’s desires that will overwhelm the ego is called defense mechanism. 
D. Anxiety 
Freud says that anxiety is something which is felt as an unpleasant 
feeling usually accompanied by the physical sensation as a warning towards 
any danger. Anxiety is only made by the ego, but the id, superego, and 
external world have a contribution towards one of three kinds of anxiety. 
According to Freud there are three kinds of anxiety: 
a. Reality anxiety 
It is fear which is caused by the real danger from outside someone’s self. 
Anna (1952:61) says “Its defence against them is motivated by dread of 
the outside world.” For example, when a person drives in heavy, fast 
moving traffic in an unfamiliar city, it will cause a fear from objective 
danger. 
 
 
  
b. Neurotic anxiety  
According to Freud (in Buss and Larsen, 2002:177) neurotic anxiety is 
when there is a clash between the id and the ego, “the ego may lose 
control over an unacceptable desire of the id.” Freud gives an example, 
when a woman becomes anxious when she ever feels sexually attracted to 
someone, who panics as even the thought of sexual arousal, is 
experiencing neurotic anxiety. 
c. Moral anxiety 
Moral anxiety comes from the conflict between the ego and superego. The 
conflict is between the realistic needs and the superego. For example, 
people who do not live a certain standard would feel ashamed, even 
though such standard may not be realistic. People who have strong  
superego have low self-esteem, feel worthless, and often ashamed are 
likely suffering from moral anxiety. (Buss and Larsen, 2002: 177) 
E. Defense Mechanism 
According to Anna (1946: 45) defense mechanism is used to explain 
how ego fights the pain or impacts. It can help someone from suffering 
those three kinds of anxieties and threats. However, if it becomes extreme, 
the trouble will be more than its ability to solve the problem. Freud (in 
Hall, 1954: 96) says that defense mechanism is something which is 
illogical way to deal with anxiety because it distorts, hides, and denies 
reality. However, although it is harmful, Freud adds that it is used as 
  
protective measures. Besides, the ego needs to does it as a way of its 
maturation. Anna (1946: 73) adds that:  
The defense mechanism developed in the following way: 
beginning with the conflicts between the id and the ego-
institutions (as exemplified in hysteria, obsessional neurosis, 
etc.), it passed on to the struggle between the ego and the 
super-ego (in melancholia) and then proceeded to the study of 
the conflicts between the ego and the outside world. 
In other words, there are various factors that could become the reasons the 
ego to resort the defensive measure which is used for someone to avoid 
feeling any kind of pain. There are several types of defense mechanism, 
they are: 
1. Repression 
According to Freud (in Buss and Larsen, 2002: 178) repression refers to 
“the process of preventing unacceptable thoughts, feelings, or urges from 
reaching conscious awareness.” In this defense mechanism, it is usually 
will be easier for people to remember the pleasant memory rather than the 
unpleasant ones since it is usually repressed. The memories that repressed 
are not only the unpleasant one but also any memory relates to the 
unpleasant or even the traumatic one. Freud (in Hall, 1954: 86) explains 
about it, he says “The associated memory may be perfectly harmless in 
themselves, but by recalling them the person runs the risk of remembering 
the traumatic experience as well. Therefore a whole complex of memories 
may fall under the influence of repression.” Those repressed memories 
would be difficult to be awakened even by something which is powerful. 
  
The memory is kept in the unconscious and prevented to be in the 
conscious. For example, a person who is bullied in the past would repress 
the memory about the bullying because for her or him, it is a very hurtful 
memory. Not only the bullying, she or he can also repressed the memory 
about a friend who did nothing when she or he was bullied. 
2. Rationalization 
This is when the mind uses some reasons which protect it from something 
bad happen towards someone. When someone does not get something that 
she or he wants, she or he tries to find something that makes it does not 
work.  It protects from someone from realizing their own inadequency. 
For example, when someone fails on a test, she or he will find something 
to blame. It might be the thought that the teacher is unfair or the theory 
has not been given before. Another example is the thought that someone 
thinks that he or she is better without having or making the thing she does 
not have or get. Rationalization is different from being rational. 
Rationalization is finding something which protects a person from a bad 
impact while being rational is being something objective. 
3. Projection 
In doing projection, someone who has a bad thought about herself or 
himself would project this to another person. She or he will think that the 
bad thing she or he has done is also done by other people. A person with 
the tendency of considering another person lies might also have a 
tendency to lie too. For example, a person who says that someone writes a 
  
fake resume might have a tendency to make a fake resume too. In other 
words, what someone says about other people might be true to herself or 
himself. Unconsciously, the person would act that way. 
4. Sublimation 
In this case, a person who is in a bad emotional problem would switch it 
into something acceptable in society. For example, when someone is 
angry, she or he does a useful thing like cleaning the home or washing the 
car. There are also several artists with mental problems, such as bipolar, 
who turn their emotion into work of arts such as paintings, poems, et 
cetera. It means that those artists are trying to sublimate their bad tragedies 
into something which can be well accepted by society. 
5. Reaction formation 
Freud (in Hall, 1954: 92) says that “A person who is defending himself 
against anxiety by means of a reaction formation can not deviate from 
expressing the opposite of what he really feels.” Hence, when someone 
has a scary emotional feeling, she or he would do the opposite.  People 
usually would do the opposite excessively. It could be a sign for people 
around her or him to notice the behavior. For example, someone who 
knows that alcohol is a bad thing but she or he wants to try it, she or he 
would choose to join a group of people who are against it. Another simple 
yet often met example is when a person is too nice to someone, she or he 
might hide something from her or him. 
 
  
6. Displacement 
“A threatening or an unacceptable impulse is channeled or redirected from 
its original source to a nonthreatening target” (Freud in Buss and Larsen, 
2002:179). He also adds that a person will reduce the anxiety by 
attributing the causation to the external world. For example, when an 
employee has to debate with the employer. As a defense mechanism, the 
employee displaces her or his anger into someone who is at home. This 
kind of defense mechanism also includes the sexual urges. For example, 
when a man is attracted to a woman but he thinks that she is his 
subordinate, he would not forcefully harass the woman. Instead, he would 
redirect it to his wife. 
7. Denial 
This defense mechanism happens when someone refuses things which 
lead her or him to anxiety. It also usually appears in someone’s dream or 
daydream. The person would think if the things which have happened is 
done otherwise. For example, when someone has to deal with problems 
like alcohol, drugs, marriage, et cetera but she or he chooses to refuse 
those problems and thinks that they never exist. Another example is when 
someone has done something embarrassing, she or he would daydream 
where the embarrassing situation did not happen. 
 
 
 
  
F. Cecelia Ahern and The Marble Collector 
Cecelia Ahern is an Irish novelist who first published her novel in 
2004 when she is only twenty one years old. Her first novel is PS, I Love You. 
Almost every year from 2004, she publishes at least one novel. Now, she has 
published fifteen novels. Some of her novels have been adapted as movies. 
Her book, Where Rainbow Ends is adapted as a movie which is entitled Love, 
Rosie. Besides writing novels, Cecelia also writes for television series, and 
short stories. However, mostly she writes drama. The setting exists in real life 
and the problems, although sometimes are exaggerated, are related to people’s 
story. In 2015, she published The Marble Collector. 
The Marble Collector tells about a man named Fergus Boggs who 
suffers from an illness that makes him forgets several memories from his past. 
One of them is about his hobby, playing marble. He gets his first marble from 
a nice priest when he gets a punishment to be in a dark room after failing 
repeating Irish words. After that, he uses the marble not only as an escapism, 
but also as an obsession. Playing marble used to be a huge part of his life, but 
it is also something that makes him suffers from anxiety. There are several 
problems which come after he intensively plays it. He has to lie to many 
people, cheats, and loses his career because of it. 
G. Previous Studies 
There are several previous studies about defense mechanism. First, it 
is a thesis written by Watcharapipat Simma in 2009 entitled “An Analysis of 
Defense Mechanisms Used by The Main Characters in Mark Twain’s The 
  
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and The Prince and The Pauper. In this 
research, the main characters experience three kinds of defense mechanism. 
They are repression, suppression and rationalization to cope with the anxiety. 
In the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the characters consequently overcome 
the undesirable feelings and finally reach the maturity. Similarly, Edward 
Tudor uses the defense mechanism to deal with his anxiety by becoming a 
prince of England. Finally, he lives peacefully by employing the three kinds 
of defense mechanisms. 
The next previous study is written by Meiriza Lidya. It is entitled 
“Defense Mechanism in The Main Character of Tennesse Williams’ A 
Streetcar Named Desire” written in 2011. In this research, the main character, 
Blanche, has a strange behavior because of the traumatic experiences that 
happened to her. It leads to the imbalance of her id, ego, and superego. She 
shows three kinds of defense mechanism. They are phantasy, denial, and 
regression. 
The last previous study is a thesis entitled “Anxiety and Defense 
Mechanism of George Milton in Pursuing The Dream as Portrayed in John 
Steinbeck‘s Of Mice and Men” by Setyorini Kholidi in 2013. This thesis uses 
psychoanalysis approach. The result of this study is that George experiences 
two kinds of anxiety. They are realistic anxiety and moral anxiety. He suffers 
from realistic anxiety because of the difficult situation around him. He also 
suffers from moral anxiety because he gets a responsibility to look after 
Lenny. To deal with these anxieties, George uses three defense mechanisms. 
  
They are; repression, rationalization, and fixation. In repression, George uses 
his dream and imagination to reduce the anxiety. In rationalization, he gives a 
promise to Lenny. He also hides the fact to the boss. Last, in fixation, George 
plays solitaire card and gets drunk. Those types of defense mechanism only 
extend the time before George has to face the future anxiety. 
All of those previous studies analyze defense mechanism in literary 
works using psychoanalysis approach. However, the time when the works 
published are 2000s while the novel which the researcher going to analyze is 
published in 2015. It indicates that the issue is still relevant nowadays. Having 
some uniqueness like the point of view and the simple premise makes The 
Marble Collector worthwhile to analyze.  
H. Conceptual Framework 
Since the goal of this research is to reveal the main character’s 
imbalanced personality, the following objectives are proposed: to describe the 
main character’s imbalanced personality, and to portray what defense 
mechanism which is used by the main character to deal with his situation.  To 
answer the questions, the researcher uses Freud’s psychoanalysis theory 
especially about defense mechanism. The conceptual framework can be seen 
below. 
 
 
 
  
Figure 1. Conceptual Framework 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
A. Type of research 
The researcher uses qualitative method to arrange this research. 
Creswell (2007:5) states that a qualitative research is a mean to explore and 
understand the meaning individual or group ascribe to a social or human 
problem. Since the researcher uses a novel and it consists of life and social life 
experience, this method fits really well to analyze human problem in it. That 
is also the reason behind the researcher’s decision to use textual analysis. 
As a media theorist McKee (2003:1) puts it:  
Textual analysis is a way for researchers to gather information about 
how other human beings make sense of the world. It is a 
methodology—a data-gathering process—for those researchers who 
want to understand the ways in which members of various cultures and 
subcultures make sense of who they are, and of how they fit into the 
world in which they live. 
 
The definition fits with an analysis the researcher is going to analyze 
since the source of the data is a novel, which mostly talks about human beings 
and how they make sense of the world. The qualitative research is used also 
because the researcher needs to scrutinize and focus on the content of the 
novel. That content provides information to be interpreted by the reader, so is 
by the researcher. In this research, the researcher would like to focus on the 
issue of psychoanalysis in The Marble Collector using Freud’s psychological 
theories. 
  
B. Data and Source of The Data 
The source of the data used in this research primarily uses a novel 
from Cecelia Ahern, The Marble Collector. It is written in 2015 but still 
relevant to today’s issue. Cecelia Ahern has written several novels with 
various themes. This one is a novel with a simple yet problematic premise; the 
secretive life of the main character which unconsciously makes his ego to 
employs defense mechanism which is caused by a simple thing like marble. 
The expressions related to the imbalanced system of personality and defense 
mechanism used by the characters and the narrative texts would be the data 
for this research.  
The researcher also uses other works related to psychology in 
literature to support the analysis. The works such as journal, articles, and 
books are used to make the analysis stronger. It also gives enough information 
for the researcher to know anything related to psychology in literature 
especially about defense mechanism. 
C. Data collection Technique 
There are several steps the researcher uses to conduct the research. 
First, the researcher read the novel thoroughly several times to understand the 
content. Then, the researcher took some notes of several important evidences. 
Those notes were used as documentation for further analysis. The final step 
was u 
  
sing those data to be categorized and answering the research questions. 
The researcher also would like to use data sheet to ease the data 
collection. The sheet would be like: 
Table 1. The table of Data on Fergus’ Imbalanced System of Personality and Its 
Cause 
Number Quotation Page Meaning 
1.  Father Murphy stands over my 
desk and is tall and grey and 
wide. He spits as he shouts at 
me; I feel the spit land on my 
cheek but I’m afraid to wipe it 
away in case that makes him 
angrier. I try looking around at 
the other boys to see their 
reaction but he lashes out at 
me. A backhanded slap. It 
hurts. He is wearing a ring, a 
big one; I think it has cut my 
face but I daren’t reach up to 
feel it in case he hits me again. 
I need to go to the toilet all of a 
sudden. I have been hit before, 
but never by a priest [...] Then 
he pulls me out of the room, by 
my ear, and that hurts too, 
away from everyone, down the 
corridor, and he pushes me into 
a dark room. 
6 It explains that Fergus has a 
bad childhood memory. He 
gets a bad treatment from a 
priest, who is usually 
considered as a nice guy. 
Before his father died, he 
always treated well as a child, 
after moving, he gets the 
opposite. This experience 
leads him in having imbalance 
system of personality later as 
he does not get enough 
affection.  
 
Table 2. The Table of Data on Fergus Boggs’ Defense Mechanism 
Number Quotation Page Category Meaning 
1.  When it comes to my 
memory there are three 
categories: things I 
want to forget, things I 
can’t forget, and things 
1 Repression In the opening, Fergus has 
told the readers about his 
memory which some forgo- 
tten. By saying so, he does 
not know that he is un- 
  
I forgot I’d forgotten 
until I remember them. 
consciously represses some 
of his memories. 
 
D. Data Analysis 
In analyzing the data, the researcher follows Creswell (2009) in 
conducting the qualitative research. There are six steps that can be seen 
below: 
a. Organizing and preparing the data by taking some field notes; 
b. Reading the data thoroughly and comprehensively to understand the 
content of it which the researcher divides into two topic, they are the 
imbalanced system of personality and the types of defense mechanism 
portrayed by Fergus; 
c. Taking notes of some important points and evidences from the data then 
dividing them into categories by using coding process which is 
segmenting the data according the two objectives; 
d. Making the coding process to produce a description which shows the 
detailed information; 
e. Choosing the suitable theory to approach the description of the data and 
connecting the issue to answer the objectives of this research;  
f. Making them into a narrative analysis as a final step. The analysis is the 
researcher’s own knowledge that supported by the theory. 
 
 
  
E. Data Trustworthiness 
To obtain the trustworthiness of this research, the researcher made sure 
that this research has qualitative validity and qualitative reliability. The qualitative 
validity is a procedure done by the researcher to check the accuracy of the 
findings, while the qualitative reliability is indicated when the researcher keeps 
approaching other different projects from different researchers. The researcher 
had employed some procedures to check the credibility. That was by triangulation 
techniques. It is a checking technique by using tools from outside the data to 
recheck. Thus, the researcher did peer review with other college students from 
English Literature study program. Besides, the researcher also consulted the 
findings with her thesis advisor, to ask for suggestions and opinion related to the 
research. 
To check the consistency of the data, making sure that the data could 
answer the research questions was done. Meanwhile to check the accuracy, the 
researcher read and analyzed the data carefully. The last, the researcher provided 
clear information on the findings to ease the reader to understand this research or 
it is usually called transferability which allows this research to be transferred into 
other different contexts. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS 
 In this chapter, the researcher presents the findings of the study. The findings 
are divided into two sub-chapters. The first sub-chapter is about Fergus’ imbalanced 
system of personality while the second is about the types of Fergus’ ego defense 
mechanism. 
A. Fergus’ Imbalanced System of Personality 
This sub-chapter explains about the first objective, that is Fergus’ 
imbalanced system of personality. Kids who play marbles are ordinary, but if 
a forty years old man plays marbles, there must be something wrong with 
him. Moreover, he plays it frequently. Freud (in Barbara, 1985:285) says that: 
An overly strong id makes one a psychopath, lacking a conscience, or 
an ogre, selfishly meeting one’s needs without concern for others. An 
overly strong superego, on the other hand, makes one a worrier, a 
neurotic, so overwhelmed by guilt that it is difficult to get satisfaction. 
Sometimes it is said that the ego is the mediator between the id and the 
superego. 
The quotation means that a healthy personality requires a balance between the 
id and the superego. The domination of one of the systems of personality can 
cause someone suffers from mental illness. In The Marble Collector, Fergus 
goes through several experiences which lead him to have an imbalanced 
system of personality. He shows the characteristic that he is dominated by one 
of them. Hence, in this chapter, the researcher is going to explain the id 
domination and show Fergus’ imbalanced system of personality. 
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1. Fergus’ Imbalanced System of Personality 
    Fergus’ imbalanced system of personality can be seen by his 
behavior when he does something related to marbles and when he has 
affairs with women. The behavior shows the domination of Fergus’ id. 
a. Fergus and His Marbles 
    Fergus gets his first marbles while being disciplined in a dark 
room as a punishment he gets from a priest. A person who gives him 
marbles is also a priest. Fergus calls him a ‘nice priest’.  
“I brought you something. A box of bloodies” I flinch and he 
puts a hand out. 
“Don’t look so scared now, they’re marbles. Have you ever 
played with marbles?” I shake my head. He opens his hand and 
I see them shining in his palm like treasures, four red rubies. 
(Cecelia, 2015: 9) 
The quotation shows that Fergus thought that those marbles are 
like treasures at his first sight. The nice priest is like a hero for him who 
gives him something which then changes his life. He is dominated by his 
id more than the other systems unconsciously then. He tries to get more 
attention from people. He competes with his brothers to get their mother’s 
attention. Finally, in an occasion when he is only with his mother, he gets 
attention when he talks to his mother after a child she gives birth to dies.  
 ‘So, these are the plums,’ I say to her, pointing at the line of 
marbles, feeling such excitement that I have her attention, that 
she’s all mine, that she’s listening to me talking about marbles, 
that nobody else can steal her attention away. 
 (Cecelia, 2015:56) 
30 
 
 
 One of the id principles is seeking for pleasure (Hall, 1954:22). The 
above quotation explains how Fergus feels such an excitement. He does not 
care even when her mother is in a deep condolences as long as he is happy. 
The competition of getting his mother’s attention makes Fergus suspicious 
with his own brothers. It is shown when he does a mistake. One of his 
brothers, Angus, comes to home with their mother. “A grin works its way to 
Angus’ face; he knows that I’ve done something, I must look guilty. He’d 
love it if I got caught out. Convinced I’m about to get it, that the spotlight will 
be taken off him for a while, he grins at me” (Cecelia, 2015:82). It strengthens 
the previous statement that Fergus does not want the attention taken away 
from him. He is also always insecure about his surroundings. He experiences 
a neurotic anxiety which according to Freud (In Buss and Larsen, 2002: 177), 
it happens on the ego but originates from the id. 
 Competing one and another among brothers is even more possible 
because Fergus grows in an impolite family. “There was no politeness in my 
family, no smokescreen. Not in my house, not in my school, not on my 
street.” (Cecelia, 2015: 150). It matches the theory which says that when 
someone is dominated by id, she or he will be impulsive in doing something. 
(Hall, 1954: 27). When someone being impolite, it means that she or he does 
not think what is good based on the perspective of society or morality. She or 
he will do something what comes first into her or his mind to get pleasure. 
  Fergus does not like his family. Therefore, he usually avoid family 
gathering. However, his mother also thinks so. 
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Mum never protested, she hated his family events too, somebody would 
always end up in a fight, a drunken cousin flipping over a table of dinks 
in a fight with a girlfriend, or sister in law who couldn’t keep their 
sharp tongues to themselves. 
(Cecelia, 2015:117) 
 Unconsciously he also does something impulsively just like his 
surroundings, because he gets used to the impolite family. Freud (in Hall, 
1954:27) believes that something which is done frequently by more than one 
person will be deposited in the id. Hence, living in this kind of family for 
years make Fergus unconsciously do everything the id asks. Moreover, there 
is someone who influences Fergus a lot. That person is his older brother, 
Hamish. Just like the other brothers he has, Hamish is also an impolite person. 
However, Fergus sees him as a brave man even a hero. Hamish is someone 
who knows that Fergus likes marbles so much and very good at it. “Some 
nights he wakes me up and I have to get dressed and we sneaked out to the 
streets we’re not allowed to play on. I’m not allowed to tell mammy” 
(Cecelia, 2015: 26). Although Fergus sees Hamish as a hero, he does not 
always give him a positive impact. Hamish influences Fergus to do what he 
wants to do without thinking what is going to happen next even if he breaks 
the rule which was told by their mother. 
 The bad things they do together do not only happen once, on one 
occasion, he is caught by a guard. “I get a warning from the guards for being a 
stupid kid in the wrong place at the wrong time, being influenced by my older 
brother.” (Cecelia, 1954: 94). Following Hamish leads him into some troubles 
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because he keeps doing what the id commands without thinking the morality 
of doing so. Fergus really wants to be like Hamish, but he is too coward. 
However, Fergus often uses Hamish as his role model even when his brother 
has died. He uses Hamish’ principle to live his life, which often means he 
does something impulsively. 
Hamish, though, I don’t know, sometimes I think it with him, about 
him hanging around. If I’m about to do something that maybe I 
shouldn’t, I hear him, that smoker’s laugh that he had at sixteen, or I 
hear him warning me, the sound of my name coming through teeth 
clamped together, or I feel his fist against my ribs as he tries to stop me. 
But it’s just my memory, isn’t it? Not him actually meddling, helping 
me out, like he’s a ghost. 
(Cecelia, 2015: 156) 
Fergus thinks that Hamish is someone who forces him to do something he 
should not do. With the thought, Fergus keeps doing many things without 
thinking the impacts. 
   The changing keeps worst. He is controlled by his id because of his 
ambition to the marbles. He says whenever he plays it “I feel alive, the 
adrenaline is rushing through my body. This is the only good side of me, the 
best side of me,” (Cecelia, 2015: 168). From the quotation, he believes that 
playing marble is the only way to make himself happy and comfortable. The 
domination of the id is also shown when Fergus buys a very expensive 
marbles impulsively. Previously, he says that “I would sell my house for this 
collection if I had a house.” (Cecelia, 2015:168) After seeing that there is a 
chance to buy it using money for his honeymoon, he really buys it. “I buy a 
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clear marble with a red heart inside […]. It’s still too much money but it’s not 
just a marble for me.” (Cecelia, 2015: 169). Although it costs too much 
money, he spends his money anyway, even though the money is actually 
going to be used to pay the needs during the honeymoon. After his wife angry 
to him, he does not feel any guilty. He says that “Yes, we did agree, we 
promised each other, but this is more than a piece of jewellery, it means more 
to me than the ring she loves so much on her finger.” (Cecelia, 2015: 172). 
The comparation that Fergus makes is just from his side. He does not want to 
know what it is thought by his wife about the ring. By being selfish, he shows 
that he is dominated by the id. 
b. Fergus’ Affairs 
   Besides being impulsively when doing something related to marbles, 
Fergus id domination can be seen when he has some affairs with women. 
Being rejected when he offers his real self, he seeks for someone else whom 
he thinks will understand him more than his own wife. Here, he also gets 
affection which he does not get during his life time. In the novel, the first 
affair that told is Fergus’ affair with his new sales partner. “She leaves the 
blouse on, a salmon peach color, but undoes her strapless bra which falls to 
the blanket. It topless off the blanket, and onto the soil. Her panties are off 
already. I know this because my hands are where the fabric should be.” 
(Cecelia, 2015: 188). Fergus does the affair when he and the woman on a trip 
to Limerick. They do it because there are just two of them and they cannot 
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control the desire. Fergus does not think he does something wrong by 
cheating. He  says that  
Gina’s at home in Dublin, at Sabrina’s parent-teacher meeting, but 
despite the thought of her, this opportunity really doesn’t offer much of 
a challenge to me and my morals. This electric peach girl isn’t the first 
woman I’ve been with since I married Gina. 
(Cecelia, 2015: 190) 
From the quotation, Fergus seems like he does not feel guilty at all, even he 
says that he has already with another woman previously. This shows Fergus’ 
id domination because it is in line with the statement that the id is to get 
quantities of excitation. (Freud in Hall, 1954: 22)  
 Fergus has another affair with someone who does not really know 
marbles. His daughter, Sabrina, sees him in a restaurant with the woman. “I 
saw her with Dad when I was fifteen years old. It was before my parents 
separated” (Cecelia, 2015:177). He has an affair with the woman without 
thinking about his own wife and his daughter, who unfortunately sees him. 
Nevertheless, after finally marrying the woman, Fergus keeps cheating 
because he does not feel that this woman understands his hobby. He marries 
this woman just as escapism from the pressure he gets when he is with his 
previous wife, Gina. The sexual urge is something which pushes him in doing 
this. This is one of the id principles besides human’s basic instinct, and inborn 
disposition according to Freud (in Barbara, 1985: 284). 
   Fergus does not only cheat twice, he cheats again with a woman whom 
he thinks understands his hobby. She does not really know about marbles, but 
she lets him do the hobby. “Cat knows about me, the real me, the marble 
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persona, and Sabrina and Gina are completely unaware.” (Cecelia, 2015: 242). 
Fergus cheats because his previous wife cannot understand his hobby. He 
keeps doing this although people agree that this is morally wrong.  
   He does not stop cheating although he has found the woman who can 
accept him. He cheats once again with someone who knows marbles in an 
advance way. “My conscience has grown since meeting her, but it doesn’t 
remove the need I have to get away and meet this other woman.” (Cecelia, 
2015: 297). Moreover, Fergus does it when he is in a special event with Cat in 
another town. He, once again, lies to a woman. “She has come in a night out, 
not to be rushed. I can worry about the car tomorrow, give an excuse to Cat, I 
don’t know what yet. I’ll come up with something.” (Cecelia, 2015: 301). He 
says that he does not even know what is going to happen. It shows an 
impulsive decision to follow the id. 
   Fergus does not continue meeting the woman because they are far, but 
it makes Fergus considers Cat as a worse woman than she used to be. It is 
proven after he gets a bad treatment from his boss, he becomes rude to Cat. 
Fergus shouts to her and gives her a bad treatment. Just like he usually does, 
he does it impulsively. According to Freud (in Hall, 1954: 22) someone uses 
his id more to reduce the pressure. Fergus reduces the pressure he gets from 
his boss by being angry to Cat.  
B. Fergus’ Types of Ego Defense Mechanism 
  In this sub-chapter, the researcher is going to explain the second 
objective; it is Fergus’ types of defense mechanism. In The Marble Collector, 
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Fergus experiences some events which make him suffers from a trauma and 
has an imbalanced system of personality. When someone suffers from 
anxiety, the ego will function to do the defense against the threat. It will 
reduce the anxiety (Freud in Buss and Larsen: 178). According to Freud (in 
Hall: 85) “the ego may try to master danger by adopting realistic problem 
solving methods.” In The Marble Collector, Fergus shows several types of 
defense mechanism as an attempt to cope with the imbalanced system of 
personality. 
1. Rationalization 
Rationalization is portrayed when someone does not get what she or 
he wants, then she or he searches for the reason which possibly causes the 
tension (Freud in Buss and Larsen, 2002: 179). In this novel, Fergus portrays 
it after he is fired. He is in a high tension, shouts to Cat, says that he has lied a 
lot. However, Cat apologizes him. He says, “She says she understands, but it’s 
all a mess, it’s all a mess. It’s the marbles’ fault” (Cecelia, 2015: 328). Instead 
of realizing that all the bad things which happen now are caused by himself, 
he uses the marbles as the reason.  
2. Projection 
Projection, according to Freud (in Buss and Larsen, 2002: 182) means 
that when someone is upset, she or he will project the unacceptable qualities 
that she or he has to someone else. In The Marble Collector, Fergus is 
someone who is ambitious but too coward. He keeps doing something 
impulsively, wants to be the best marble player, and wants to get attention. 
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However, when he makes a mistake, he will lie even he will project it to 
someone else. In can be seen when he says, “Ma shouts a tirade of angry 
abuse at Hamish and all the time I think should interrupt and confess to it all 
but I don’t. I can’t. I’m too chicken” (Cecelia, 2015: 82). In this quotation, 
Fergus confesses that he is too chicken. He projects his fault to Hamish who 
actually does not do the fault. When Hamish confesses the fault which he does 
not do, Fergus reminds silent. He is anxious and wants to be safe but he does 
not think about his brother. He also takes advantage of Hamish’ kindness and 
care for him to protect him. 
3. Reaction Formation 
Reaction formation means when someone has an emotional feeling, 
she or he will do the opposite (Freud in Buss and Larsen, 2002: 182). It is 
usually done excessively. Fergus, as a person who is dominated by his id, 
always thinks that he is always right. Fergus also keeps lying, thus sometimes 
he unconsciously tells the opposite to keep himself safe. When Fergus marries 
Gina, during the party, his family leaves because they do not feel comfortable. 
He keeps telling himself that it is better when the family leave while he 
actually wants them to stay. “That’s fine with me though. I can relax more 
without them. No one is going to go flying across the room and smashing into 
a table because of a funny look or an intimidated tone” (Cecelia, 2015: 161). 
On the other chapter, sometimes Fergus wishes that he can meet his family, 
let them see how Sabrina finally shows her first step, how she grows, et 
cetera.  
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After sixteen years I’m beginning to see that was a stupid idea; there 
are times, occasion when I’d like them to be here. When Sabrina did 
something, or said something and I wished they’d been here to see. Or 
a family day out when the waiter trips up, or a twat friend of Gina’s 
says something and nobody but me can see he’s a twat. 
(Cecelia, 2015: 202) 
Fergus also says that “I tell my self I don’t care, I can dance, I can 
chat, I can relax, with them all gone. The hard man, the unbreakable, the 
unbeatable stellie” (Cecelia, 2015: 161).  
4. Displacement 
In displacement, someone redirects her or his tension into something 
less threatening (Freud in Buss and Larsen, 2002: 179). Instead of forcing 
himself to tell his family that he is still into marbles and has a very bad impact 
for them, Fergus cheats with other women who want to listen to him. In this 
case, he considers the women he has affairs with is less threatening than if he 
tells his marble persona than if he tells it to Gina. When he meets Cat, he says, 
“I tell her too much about me—my debts, my health, my failures—but not in a 
gloomy way, in an honest way, in a way that we can both laugh” (Cecelia, 
2015: 236). Cat is a woman who keeps listening and accepting Fergus and his 
marbles world. She is Fergus’ comfortable zone who saves him from the 
anxiety because of his marble persona. Fergus also tells that he uses Cat as an 
escapism where he can reduce his anxiety when he does the separation and 
keep the secret of his life. “No more secrets, no more separation of my life. 
I’ve come to hate the man I have become. No more secrets. Not with Cat. This 
is my chance at a fresh start” (Cecelia, 2015: 238) 
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Fergus has affairs more than once. After Cat, he cheats with someone 
else who is a marble expert. He says that, “She wants to talk about that for a 
while and I don’t mind reliving my glory days when there are very few people 
I can tell the story to” (Cecelia, 2015:301). He shares his story about marbles 
because they have mutual interest. The woman understands all things related 
to marbles while Cat only accepts Fergus. 
The last displacement portrayed in the novel is when Fergus has to 
face the most stressful event in his life. After being fired by his boss, he 
shouts to Cat, 
“I was fired!” I shout suddenly, which silence her and makes her jump 
in fright. 
(Cecelia, 2015: 327) 
He has begged to his boss to get his job back. However, the boss does not care 
and fires him anyway. Not only getting fired is a terrible thing, begging is 
even more terrible for Fergus. Moreover, it does not change anything. That is 
why he becomes so rude to Cat to reduce his disappointment. He considers 
Cat as someone who is less threatening than his boss. Not only he shouts to 
Cat, but Fergus also forces Cat to play marbles with him.  
“Do it properly!” I yell and she starts to cry 
“Do it, do it!” I pick the marble up and force it into her hand 
“Throw it!” 
(Cecelia, 2015: 329) 
Besides considered as someone who is closely related to marbles, Cat 
is someone who also gets a bad treatment from Fergus beside Gina.  
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
 From the findings in the previous chapter about Fergus’ imbalanced system of 
personality and several types of ego defense mechanism, the researcher draws a 
conclusion in accordance to the objectives of the research. 
A. Fergus’ imbalanced system of personality 
The first objective of this research is to reveal Fergus’s imbalanced system of 
personality. The imbalanced system of personality is portrayed in the novel as Fergus 
does everything impulsively when it comes to marbles. The domination of the id is 
also seen when Fergus has affairs with several women. 
The death of Fergus father forces him to move to another country. There, 
Fergus is taught differently from when he is with his father. The rude treatment he 
gets from the priest makes him having a traumatic experience. Even though there is a 
nice priest who helps to calm him by giving him marbles, it does not give good 
impacts to Fergus. Instead, Fergus becomes ambitious and he will do everything 
when it comes to the marbles. He also competes with his brothers to be the best. 
Hence, his brothers also treat him bad except Hamish. Hamish is his older brother 
who always protects him. Seeing Hamish as a hero also leads him to several 
problems. He uses an excuse that Hamish is someone who asks him to do something, 
even when he has died, to follow his id. Fergus also often lies to many people when 
he is going to play marbles, mostly his wife. 
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The id domination can also be seen when Fergus has affairs with several 
women. He follows the pleasure principle to fulfill what he wants. His decision to 
choose Cat shows that marbles lead him to something bad—or morally wrong. Fergus 
chooses Cat because he thinks she can accept his marble persona while his own wife 
laughs at it. That is why when he meets another woman who is an expert in marbles 
world, Fergus also meets her although he does not continue contacting her. Fergus 
has hurt many hearts because of his love to marbles. 
B. Fergus’ types of defense mechanism 
The second objective of this research is to depict Fergus’ types of defense 
mechanism. Since, Fergus has an imbalanced system of personality, the domination 
of the id causes Fergus suffers from neurotic anxiety. Hence, his ego portrays several 
forms of defense mechanism. They are rationalization, projection, reaction formation, 
sublimation, and displacement. Those types of defense mechanism are mostly shown 
because of the tension which is caused by the marbles.  
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APPENDIX 1 
Summary of The Marble Collector 
 The story starts using Fergus’ point of view. He talks about his memory, what 
kind of memories he remembers. He usually remembers the dramatic moments of 
someone else which the person wants to forget. Then, he tells that his family moves 
when he is five years old from Scotland to Ireland after his father dies. There are 
several things that change after his movement. He has to learn with priests. However, 
when he learns about Irish words pronunciation, he can not pronounce several words 
correctly which makes him getting a punishment from the priest. His hand is lashed 
and he sees his brothers even do not have enough courage just to laugh, then he is 
pulled to a dark room and left alone. During his punishment, he cries and pees on his 
pants. It is a very traumatic experience for him. Things are better when a nice priest 
comes. He gives Fergus marbles. From the moment, Fergus always uses the marbles 
to reduce his tension. 
 The story continues by telling a story while Fergus on the hospital looses 
several memories, the story continues on his daughter, Sabrina, who gets five boxes 
of marbles which is sent to the hospital. However, she checks the list and she can not 
find the two most valuable marbles. She manages to find the missing marbles. She 
meets Mickey Flanagan, the family lawyer, who sends the marbles to the hospital. 
However, he also does not know why the marbles are missing, so she is given the 
address of a delivery boy who sends it. Nevertheless, she still can not find the missing 
marbles, even when she meets Fergus ex-girlfriend. Meanwhile, during the search of 
the missing marbles, there are several flashbacks told by Fergus. He tells about how 
he competes with his brothers, except Hamish who is found dead in London a few 
times after he is expelled from the house because he does something bad. Fergus 
always sees Hamish as an example and a hero. Nevertheless, Hamish’ attitude is 
sometimes opposite from the criteria of a hero. He lies, breaks the rule, and he is also 
rude. Moreover, they grow in an impolite family. 
 Fergus married a girl who comes from a ‘good’ family named Gina. However, 
he has to hide his marbles persona when he is with her because she can not accept it. 
Gina considers it as toys for kids. It is started when Fergus buys a very expensive 
marble in the place where they go for their honeymoon. When he shows it to Gina, 
she is angry because he spends all the honeymoon money for the childish thing. Not 
only Gina who can not accept Fergus playing marbles, but also his step father. Hence, 
he has to lie when it comes to marbles.  
 Sabrina is told to go to a bar when she asks Fergus’ ex-girlfriend about his 
father’s past. There, Sabrina meets his father’s team-mate in a team named Electric 
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Slug which once won a world marble championship. However, Fergus does not use 
his real name, instead he uses Hamish as his name because Hamish also uses his 
when he is in London. Gina does not know about this because he cheats a lot. Not 
only lies, he also has affairs with women whom he thinks know his marble persona 
better than Gina. 
 He has an affair with Cat, a girl whom he meets in his first working as a car 
sales. She can accept Fergus’ marble persona. However, she is something closely 
related to marbles, thus now Fergus forgets her. When there is a moon eclipse, Fergus 
watches it with a nurse named Lea, while Lea goes for a moment, Cat comes to him, 
but he does not recognize her. Not only cheating with Cat, Fergus also has an affair 
with another woman. While Cat can accept his marble persona, this woman 
understands marbles well. Fergus meets her when he and Cat has to attend a wedding 
in another city. However, Fergus can not continue his relationship because they are 
separated by a long distance. 
 A bad life comes after he is fired by his boss who used to be his friend in the 
past. Fergus threatens him to show his past to the world, but his boss does not care. 
Fergus begs to him, but it does not change anything. He projects his anger to Cat. He 
shouts to her, he forces her to play marbles with him. Finally, Fergus asks Cat to sell 
the two most valuable marbles. Cat pretends to sell the marbles while she actually 
saves them and borrow money from Fergus’ brother. Previously, Fergus tells that he 
does not want to borrow his brother’s money because of his dignity. 
 Meanwhile, now, Sabrina plans to make new marbles to awaken his father 
memory in a positive way. Coincidentally, the nurse, Lea, is going to meet a guy she 
meets on facebook who has a friend who makes marbles. After getting the marbles, 
Sabrina puts it on his father’s locker. The next morning, his father wakes up and finds 
it then he cries. In the same day, Cat comes to Sabrina’s house to give the marbles 
that she saves. 
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APPENDIX 2 
THE TABLE OF DATA 
Table 1. The Table List of the Data for the Domination of the Id in Fergus Boggs’ System of Personality which Leads 
Him in Doing Several Defense Mechanisms 
Number Quotation Page Meaning 
2.  Father Murphy stands over my desk and is tall 
and grey and wide. He spits as he shouts at me; 
I feel the spit land on my cheek but I’m afraid 
to wipe it away in case that makes him angrier. 
I try looking around at the other boys to see 
their reaction but he lashes out at me. A 
backhanded slap. It hurts. He is wearing a ring, 
a big one; I think it has cut my face but I 
daren’t reach up to feel it in case he hits me 
again. I need to go to the toilet all of a sudden. 
I have been hit before, but never by a priest 
[...] Then he pulls me out of the room, by my 
ear, and that hurts too, away from everyone, 
down the corridor, and he pushes me into a 
dark room. 
6 It explains that Fergus has a bad memory of his 
childhood. He gets a bad treatment from a 
priest, who is usually considered as a nice guy. 
Before his father died, he always treated well as 
a child, after moving, he gets the opposite. This 
experience leads him in having imbalance 
system of personality later as he does not get 
enough affection.  
3.  ‘I brought you something. A box of bloodies.’ 
I flinch and he puts a hand out. ‘Don’t look so 
scared now, they’re marbles. Have you ever 
played with marbles?’ I shake my head. He 
opens his hand and I see them shining in his 
9 This quotation shows the first time Fergus given 
marbles from a nice priest during his 
punishment in a dark room. He says that they 
are like treasures at his first impression. In his 
dark time, the nice priest comes as a hero for 
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Number Quotation Page Meaning 
palm like treasures, four red rubies. him who gives something which then changes 
his life. 
4.  My neck is being squeezed so tightly I start to 
see black spots before my eyes. I’d tell him so 
but I can’t speak, his arm is wrapped tight 
around my throat. I can’t breathe. I can’t 
breathe. I’m small for my age and they tease 
me for it. They call me Tick but Mammy says 
to use what I have. 
25 Besides getting bad treatment from the priest, he 
also gets bad treatment from his own brother 
who accuses him cheating during playing 
marbles. This makes Fergus motivated more to 
be the best marble player among others. He also 
does anything to be it. 
5.  Some nights he wakes me up and I have to get 
dressed and we sneaked out to the streets we’re 
not allowed to play on. I’m not allowed to tell 
mammy. We play marbles. I’m ten but I look 
younger; you wouldn’t think I play as well as I 
do. 
26 Hamish, his older brother whom he considers as 
a role model does not always give Fergus a 
good influence but also the bad ones. He asks 
Fergus to come with him even they break the 
rule to not go to the streets. They just think 
about the excitement they get from what they do 
without thinking the impacts they will get later. 
6.  But it happened during a time when Dad was 
the most stressed in his life […] his blood 
pressure was high, his weight has ballooned, 
he smoked heavily, didn’t exercise, and drunk 
too much. 
40 This is shown from Sabrina’s, Fergus’ daughter, 
point of view. Fergus stresses and starts repress 
his memories about marble when his life falls. 
He is fired from a company where he works as a 
sales man. He starts drinking and smoking 
heavily. This is caused by his love of marbles. 
He spends his time and money on them when he 
is dominated by the id. 
7.  ‘So, these are the plums,’ I say to her, pointing 
at the line of marbles, feeling such excitement 
that I have her attention, that she’s all mine, 
that she’s listening to me talking about 
56 As one of many children, Fergus does not get 
much attention from his mother, when there is a 
chance to get much of it, he is excited. 
Moreover, when they are together, what they 
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Number Quotation Page Meaning 
marbles, that nobody else can steal her 
attention away. 
talk is about marbles which is the thing Fergus 
likes the most. 
8.  A grin works its way onto Angus’ face; he 
knows that I’ve done something, I must look 
guilty. He’d love it if I got caught out. 
Convinced I’m about to get it, that the 
spotlight will be taken off him for a while, he 
grins at me. 
82 Fergus always insecure with his surroundings, 
with Gina’s family, even with his own brothers. 
He always thinks that his brother does not like 
him and he does not like it when his mother 
gives more attention to his brothers more than to 
him. 
9.  I get a warning from the guards for being a 
stupid kid in the wrong place at the wrong 
time, being influenced by my older brother. 
94 It shows how Fergus respects and always wants 
to be like his brother, Hamish, whom he thinks 
is cool. Unfortunately, it leads him into some 
troubles because he keeps doing what the id 
commands without thinking the morality of 
doing so. 
10.  Mum never protested, she hated his family 
events too, somebody would always end up in 
a fight, a drunken cousin flipping over a table 
of drinks in a fight with a girlfriend, or sister-
in-law who couldn’t keep their sharp tongues 
to themselves. 
117 Fergus grows in this kind of family which is 
very different from Gina’s family. Beside Gina 
thinks that marbles is for kids, they also have 
different background. It makes Fergus avoids 
family gatherings. 
11.  Children run around the grass, one has a kite, 
though no matter how fast he runs it won’t take 
off from the ground. No wind today. There’s 
not a cloud in the sky. It’s a beautiful indigo 
blue, with wispy white swirls. This triggers 
something and I try hard to remember but I 
can’t. This happens sometimes. A lot. And it 
frustrates me. 
134 The description of the sky reminds him of a 
marble. The color “indigo blue” and the “white 
swirls” usually used to describe one kind of 
marbles. It also shows that Fergus has repressed 
the memories. Although he has tried to 
remember, he still can not remember them. 
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Number Quotation Page Meaning 
12.  There was no politeness in my family, no 
smokescreen. Not in my house, not in my 
school, not on my street. 
150 Fergus gets used to the impolite family. Thus, 
unconsciously, he is dominated with the id 
where he does not really care about the bad 
impacts he will get after what he does. He also 
does not think about what is right according to 
other people in society. 
13.  Gina says I’m paranoid about most of her 
friends not liking me. May be I am. I think 
they look at me funny. 
150 He is insecure of what Gina’s friends have done. 
He thinks Gina’s friends look at him funny 
while they do not. 
14.  Or maybe it’s the fact that they’re so polite, 
like I can’t figure out who they really are, 
because they are not shouting across from me 
at the table or pinning me down and telling me 
what they really think, that makes me 
suspicious of them. 
150 He is anxious about his wife’s family who does 
not do things the way his family does it. Instead 
of making him comfortable, it makes him 
suspicious. 
15.  I know where I stand with them but the priest 
doesn’t like me and I know it. I know it from 
the way that he looks at me when Gina is not 
looking. 
151 Not only Gina’s friends and family, he is also 
suspicious with Gina’s family’s priest. 
16.  I don’t even think my other brothers knew 
Hamish like I did. And I wanted to get away 
from all that. All that talk. I wanted to be who I 
wanted to be, because I wanted to. No reasons, 
no talk. Hamish did it, but he left the country, I 
don’t know if I could do that. 
153 He does not believe himself in doing something 
which can be done by Hamish. The anxiety 
comes from himself. It shows how Fergus really 
wants to be like his brother but he does not as 
brave as him. 
17.  Hamish, though, I don’t know, sometimes I 
think it with him, about him hanging around. If 
I’m about to do something that maybe I 
156 His admiration to Hamish keeps continuing 
even after Hamish died. It shows that Fergus 
unconsciously uses his brother’s principal to 
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shouldn’t, I hear him, that smoker’s laugh that 
he had at sixteen, or I hear him warning me, 
the sound of my name coming through teeth 
clamped together, or I feel his fist against my 
ribs as he tries to stop me. But it’s just my 
memory, isn’t it? Not him actually meddling, 
helping me out, like he’s a ghost. 
live his life. However, Hamish can be 
considered as a bad boy who often breaks the 
rule and does not care about morality. 
18.  I told her about playing marbles then and she 
laughed, thinking I was messing. 
157 The first time Fergus says his hobby to Gina, 
instead of being interested, she gives a bad 
response to it. She thinks that marbles are for 
kids. It makes Fergus chooses to not talk about 
them anymore when she is with her. This is also 
something which causes Fergus lies for so much 
time after his marriage with Gina. 
19.  It was then. I didn’t tell her for several reasons. 
I was embarrassed that she’d laughed […].  
Anyway when she laughed, I thought, yeah, 
maybe I won’t play anymore. And then I 
thought, I can still play and have her, and 
that’s the way it went, thinking it’s no big deal 
keeping them separate, it’s not as if I’m 
cheating on her, though I had a few times by 
then. 
157 This statement explains why Fergus finally 
separates his marbles life with Gina. Although 
he thinks it will work at the beginning, he cheats 
anyway. It shows that he is still dominated by 
his id. Thus, he cheats to Gina. 
20.  I’ve been with Gina for one year and she 
hasn’t met my family much in that time…. 
Never let her get to know them, because then 
she’d get to know me, or the me she might 
think I am. I want her to know me through 
158 He does not want Gina to know him through his 
family because he does not think his family is as 
good as Gina’s. He is afraid if his brothers tell 
something embarrassing about him. He has 
neurotic anxiety about his family. 
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being with me 
21.  I buy a clear marble with a red heart inside 
[…]. It’s still too much money but it’s not just 
a marble for me 
169 It states that it costs too much money, but he 
spends his money there anyway. The money 
which has to be used to pay the needs during the 
honeymoon has been spent. He cannot control 
himself to not buy marbles. 
22.  I offered my real self and I was rejected. 172 When he tries to be himself by showing his 
marble persona he is rejected. It makes him 
often lies and cheats to Gina. 
23.  I saw her with Dad when I was fifteen years 
old. It was before my parents separated. 
177 Sabrina sees his father cheating with another 
woman. Instead of being faithful, he cheats with 
another woman because he thinks he cannot be 
himself when he is with Gina, his own wife. 
24.  ‘Fergus lied about most places he went to. 
About visiting his mother, about going to the 
pub, about going to watch the matches, about 
being at meetings, or being away for a 
weekend.’ 
185 Fergus does all the lies to fulfill his interest to 
marbles. This shows that he is dominated by the 
id. He always tries to find a way to fulfill his 
desire to play marbles. 
25.  ‘Sabrina, your dad lied all the time. He lied 
because he wanted to, because he liked to, 
because he got some kind of buzz out of it. He 
lied because that’s the kind of person he chose 
to be, and that was the kind of life he chose to 
live. And that’s it.’ 
185 This is a statement from Fergus ex-girlfriend. 
Even she knows that Fergus likes lying. 
According to this statement Fergus chooses to 
lie. He separates his life to the marbles to keep 
safe but his decision leads him to some troubles 
then. 
26.  Gina has arranged a marquee and private 
catering for forty people, mainly her family, 
thankfully none of mine could come. Or at 
least that’s what I told Gina; I only asked Ma 
201 This statement shows another Fergus’ insecurity 
with his family. He does not want his family 
comes to the party because he is afraid his 
family does something inappropriate.  
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to come but after Mattie’s recent heart 
operation she’s afraid to leave his bedside. 
27.  We were not the closest of brothers. We were 
until I met Gina then I separated her from my 
family, always thinking she was too good for 
them. 
201 He keeps thinking that Gina is too good for his 
family while she has not tried to make Gina 
meets his family. 
28.  ‘For the past sixteen years I’ve been lying to 
you about a hobby of mine. It’s been a huge 
part of my life, but you know nothing about it.’ 
210 This statement shows Fergus has lied for sixteen 
years. Because he hides his marble life, he does 
not only lie about them but also lie when it 
comes to everything related to them. He always 
tries to find a way to play them without being 
known by Gina and Sabrina. 
29.  But Hamish is gone and Gina is here and I 
can’t carry on like this for the rest of my life. It 
will drive me mad, it is already starting to. I 
feel the pressure more than ever before. 
211 The anxiety appears as Fergus does not want 
Gina to know about his marbles life. He feels 
the pressure which indicates that he starts 
having imbalance personality system after a 
long time making several wrong decisions. 
30.  Cat knows about me, the real me, the marble 
persona, and Sabrina and Gina are completely 
unaware. 
242 This shows the domination of the id, which he 
cheats with someone else because his real wife 
cannot accept him as how he is. He should think 
twice that this is not a good thing to do although 
his wife does not like marbles.  
31.  “I told your da when he was teenager: ‘You’ll 
never meet a wife if ye keeps playing those 
feckin’ things.’ He gave up when Hamish died. 
At least he did him good that way.” 
252 The conversation between Sabrina and his 
grandfather, or Fergus’ step father, shows that 
the reality anxiety appears more because his 
step father also tells him that a girl will not 
accept him if he keeps playing marbles. It 
shows him about the reality. However, Fergus’ 
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step father thinks that Fergus has given up when 
Hamish died. Nevertheless, Fergus still continue 
playing marbles after that. It means that he also 
lies to his step father. 
32.  And no wonder Dad played marbles in secret, 
when everyone around him was telling him to 
stop. 
252 This statement shows that people around Fergus 
tells him to stop playing marbles because 
playing marbles is not for adult. It spends many 
times, energy, and money. However, Fergus 
does not listen to them and follow his own 
desire to keep playing them. 
33.  My conscience has grown since meeting her, 
but it doesn’t remove the need I have to get 
away and meet this other woman. 
297 Fergus says this when he is going to meet 
another woman who is an expert in marbles. 
Cheating with Cat does not make him feel 
enough. When she meets a girl with more 
knowledge about marbles, he meets her too. It 
shows the domination of the id.  
34.  She has come for a night out, not to be rushed. 
I can worry about the car tomorrow, give an 
excuse to Cat, I don’t know what yet. I’ll come 
up with something. 
301 The affair makes Fergus keeps lying to cheat 
with another woman because he gets used to it. 
35.  ‘You are the worst salesman on the floor and 
you have earned the company the least amount 
of money.’ 
325 This statement from Fergus’s boss makes him 
stressful and it is the beginning of his down in 
life which he starts to regret things he has done 
before and unconsciously do the bad things he 
does to his lovely woman, Cat.  
36.  He’s my hero and when I grow up I want to be 
just like him. 
356 Fergus is very close to his older brother, 
Hamish. Hamish is someone who always 
protects Fergus from any threat. That causes 
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Fergus always wants to be like him. However, 
Fergus can never be like his brother. While his 
brother is a hero who protects him, he is a 
selfish person who wants to get attention and be 
the center of interest which indicates that he is 
dominated by his id and that he has imbalance 
system of personality. 
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Table 2. The Defense Mechanisms by Fergus Boggs to Deal with His Anxiety 
Number Quotation Page Category Meaning 
2.  Ma shouts a tirade of angry abuse at 
Hamish and all the time I think I 
should interrupt and confess to it all 
but I don’t. I can’t. I’m too chicken. 
82 Projection  He projects his fault to Hamish who actually does 
not do the fault. When Hamish confesses the fault 
which is not actually his, Fergus reminds silent. He 
is anxious and just wants to be safe but he does not 
think about his brother after that. This statement 
also shows that although he really wants to be like 
his brother, he still can not be like him because he 
does not have some characters owned by Hamish. 
3.  It makes me feel tougher, stronger, 
like if I can think I’m better than 
Hamish then that practically gives 
me superpowers. 
93 Displacement This is a statement from Fergus after talking to 
Hamish about the fact that Hamish is not important 
for The Barber, he feels that he is tougher and 
stronger. 
4.  I feel uncomfortable and a bit upset. 
It’s all very confusing. Perhaps it’s 
got to do with what’s happening up 
in the sky. Maybe everybody feels 
like this right now. I gather myself. 
140 Rationalization It is said when he is upset after calling Sabrina and 
talking about marbles, he blames the moon eclipse 
for his uncomfortable feeling. 
5.  That’s fine with me though. I can 
relax more without them. No one is 
going to go flying across the room 
and smashing into a table because 
of a funny look or an intimated 
tone. 
161 Reaction 
formation 
It is when Fergus is married to Gina. During the 
party, his family leaves because they do not feel 
comfortable. He keeps telling himself like that 
while actually he wants his family to stay. It 
happens not only in this occasion, but later in his 
marriage life he also keeps telling the opposite 
while actually he wants to see the family. However, 
his anxiety and insecurity of Gina knowing his real 
family dominated him 
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6.  I tell myself I don’t care, I can 
dance, I can chat, I can relax, with 
them all gone. The hard man, the 
unbreakable, unbeatable steelie. 
161 Reaction 
formation 
This is still about his family. He tells himself that 
he does not care while actually he cares so much. 
7.  ‘I loved you, didn’t I?’ I ask 
Her eyes fill again and she nods. 
‘Why don’t I remember?’ My voice 
cracks and I become agitated, 
frustrated, I want to stand up from 
my wheelchair and run, stride, 
jump, move, for everything to be 
the way it was.  
199 Repression In this part, Fergus is having a conversation with a 
woman whom he thinks is visiting a patient in the 
hospital. However, the woman always visits him. 
She is Cat. The woman who can accept Fergus love 
to the marbles. Because she is included to his 
marble life, she has become one of the memories 
which repressed. 
8.  The marble reminded me of the 
cream of her skin, her peach hair 
and lips and the moment in the 
cabbage field five years earlier, a 
reminder that my marble life was 
my secret, my way of cheating. 
209 Displacement In this quotation, the writer uses the girl whom 
Fergus cheating with to compare with the marbles. 
Both of them are used as a way to cheat. 
9.  I don’t know what he’s keeping a 
secret and what is a lost memory. 
224 Repression Sabrina does not know about which memories are 
disappeared from his father. However, this 
quotation shows that Sabrina knows that several 
memories of his ftahre has been repressed. 
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I tell her too much about me—my 
debts, my health, my failures—but 
not in a gloomy way, in an honest 
way, in a way that we can both 
laugh. 
236 Displacement While cheating with Cat, he can tell everything that he can not 
tell to his real family. They are Gina and Sabrina who always 
think that marbles are something which is childish and weird. 
Meanwhile, Cat always listens and accepts Fergus and his 
marble world. That is why Fergus finds his comfortable zone 
which saves him from the anxiety of being ignored because of 
his marble persona. 
No more secrets, no more 
separation of my life. I’ve come to 
hate the man I’ve become. No 
more secrets. Not with Cat. This is 
my chance at a fresh start. 
238 Displacement In this statement, Fergus shows that he has an anxiety when he 
does the separation and keeping secrets in his life. He uses Cat 
as an escapism where he can find someone who can accept him. 
She wants to talk about that for a 
while and I don’t mind reliving 
my glory days when there are very 
few people I can tell the story to. 
301 Displacement This is a statement when Fergus meets the girl who is also 
passionate of marbles can listen and share story because they 
have mutual interest of marble. Cat can share marble thing too 
but she only accepts Fergus playing it while this girl knows 
more about marbles. Thus, beside the sexual urge, Fergus also 
cheats because this girl knows much even more about marbles 
too.  
‘I was fired!’ I shout suddenly, 
which silence her and makes her 
jump in fright. 
327 Displacement Fergus has done worst thing in his life; begging. He begs to his 
boss which is previously his friend. Unfortunately, his boss 
does not give a second chance to him. Instead of getting angry 
to him, he angry to the woman who is more subordinate to him 
than his boss, Cat. 
She says she understands, but it’s 
all a mess, it’s all a mess. It’s the 
marbles’ fault. 
328 Rationalization This explains that according to Fergus, all which have happened 
is the marbles’ fault instead of his own decision to fulfill his id 
without being rational. 
’Do it properly!’ I yell and she 
starts to cry. ‘Do it, do it!’I pick 
329 Displacement Fergus is angry and shout to Cat after begging to his boss to get 
back his job. Instead of directing his angry to the boss, he 
58 
 
 
the marble up and force it into her 
hand. ‘Throw it!’ 
redirects it to Cat by shouting and being very rude to her. He 
asks Cat to play the marble with him. However, Cat is being 
forced now. 
 
  
  
  
  
 
